Dear Concerned Michiganders,

Over the last few months headlines have shed light upon a new threat that is attacking our Great State: Asian Carp. The word Michigan comes from an Ojibwa word that means “large lake.” The water defines our state. For Michiganders, the beautiful water, both literally and figuratively, is in our blood. An attack on our water could be like pulling the plug on a state already on life support. 

This invasive species has the potential to ravage one of the world’s greatest resources. By gobbling up plankton at an unbelievable pace, the Asian Carp can shatter the foundation of the lake ecosystem, starving out the lake’s current inhabitants. As the fish die out, so too will an entire fishing industry, both commercial and recreational. In addition to killing fish, these carp are even big enough to hurt people. Measuring up to 4 feet long and weighing up to 100 pounds, some varieties can leap out of the water at oncoming boaters. And worst of all, once these creatures gain a foothold, there is no legitimate method to remove them. The lakes will be forever changed for the worse.

This critical issue is what motivated a group of MPP students to try to make some noise and inspire some change. The goal is to create a children’s essay contest about their love of the Great Lakes. Few gestures can have greater impact than the honest, creative, apolitical words and drawings of a child. They’re not trying to appease interest groups. They’re not trying to win reelection. Kids care about the finer things in life: like the first time you felt a nibble on the end of your hook, or when you dug a moat around your sand castle to protect it as the tide rolled in. So it is this powerful voice that we will call upon to help us win the battle to protect our lakes. 

The final product will be hundreds of essays and drawings that can be disseminated to persuade and inspire lawmakers at all levels of government to work urgently, cooperatively, and effectively to stop the Asian Carp invasive species. 

This essay contest will:

· Spread Awareness of the Asian Carp Invasive Species

· Foster a Participatory Democracy in Our Youth

· Teach Ecological Principles while Developing Language Arts Skills

· Demonstrate to Lawmakers at All Levels of Government How Much Young Michiganders Care about Our Lakes

Please see the enclosed materials which can help you involve your students in this great opportunity. We thank you for your interest and your passion for our great state.

For questions and further information please contact:

Dan O’Connor- danpoconnor@gmail.com
Alanna Maguire- maguire.alanna@gmail.com 
