
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
Ph.D. Program 

Department of Political Science 
Application for Admission to Ph.D. Program 

(You must also submit an application to the Graduate School: http://www.msu.edu/~gradschl/admiss.htm) 
 
Please complete and return this application to the Department of Political Science, Michigan State University, 
303 South Kedzie Hall, East Lansing, MI 48824-1032 (Fax: 517-432-1091). 

  
 
 A.  IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
 
1.  Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 
                        Last                                              First                                                 Middle Initial               
  
2.  MSU Student Number (if previously assigned): _____________________________________________ 
 
3.  Social Security Number: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Current Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Daytime phone number: ____________________________________________________ 
     Evening phone number: ____________________________________________________ 
     Fax number:                   ____________________________________________________ 
     E-Mail address:              ____________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Year you want to enroll:  Fall Semester 20______ 
 
7.  Expected subject-matters of interest for graduate study in the MSU Political Science Department 
     (check at least two): 
     ___American Politics                                                     ___Public Administration and Public Policy 
     ___International Relations                                             ___Research Methods 
     ___Comparative Politics                                                ___Political Thought 
     ___Positive (Formal) Theory                                         ___Other (briefly describe)_________________________________ 
                                                                                             _______________________________________________________ 
                                                                                             _______________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 B.  DESCRIPTION OF ACADEMIC INTERESTS AND CAREER OBJECTIVES 
 
Please submit an essay (up to 3 or 4 separate pages) in which you discuss:   
 
a.  Your career objectives; 
 
b.  The role you expect a Ph.D. in Political Science to play in helping you achieve your career objectives; 
 
c.  The academic subjects, fields of study, geographic areas, policy issues, or political problems on which 
     you expect to focus your graduate study; 
 
d.   Why you have chosen to apply to the MSU Political Science Department; 
 
e.   An assessment of what you consider your own potential strengths in a graduate program (e.g., 
     creativity and originality, analytical power, technical training and interests).  
 
f.   The MSU Political Science faculty members with whom you might wish to study, using the 
      information in the Faculty Directory (please indicate any faculty members with whom you 
      have had previous contact). 
 
 
 



 C.  SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
 
1.  List and describe any special research skills you have that might be used in graduate  study: 
     ____Foreign languages (list and describe level of proficiency for each): ______________________ 
             ____________________________________________________________________________ 
             ____________________________________________________________________________ 
     ____Training in economics or econometric methods: _____________________________________ 
 
 ____Computer programming languages: _______________________________________________ 
 ____Training in mathematics: ________________________________________________________            
____Data Processing: ______________________________________________________________ 
 ____Interviewing: _________________________________________________________________ 
 ____Other: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Describe any experiences in your career (such as jobs, travel, or teaching), as well as college or 
     university study, which have helped prepare you for graduate study in political science at MSU. 
     (Use an additional page if needed.) 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How  did you learn about this graduate program:  (Check all that apply) 
     ____Professors                      ____Family                                    ____Professional association(s) 
     ____Friends                           ____MSU alumni                          ____MSU directory/catalog 
     ____Co-workers                    ____MSU faculty                           ____MSU World-Wide Web page 
     ____Academic advisor          ____MSU staff                               ____Other (describe)______________ 
     ____Posters                           ____MSU representative                ________________________________ 
 
4.  Optional:  To what other graduate programs in political science are you applying for admission?   
 
     a. ___________________________      f.  _____________________________ 
     b. ___________________________      g. _____________________________ 
     c. ___________________________      h. _____________________________ 
     d. ___________________________      i.  _____________________________ 
     e. ___________________________      j.  _____________________________ 
  
 
 

 
 
 D.  FELLOWSHIPS/ASSISTANTSHIPS 
 
1.  Are you interested in being considered for financial aid by the department? 
 
                   Yes _______           No ________ 
 
 
 
2.  To what extent do you need financial assistance to attend graduate school at MSU?  (You need not 
     answer question; normally ability is considered more than need in granting fellowships and 
     assistantships.  If you have dependents, indicate how many and what relationship they have to you; 
     this information can be important in the event you are to be considered for a type of financial support 
     that includes support for dependents). 
 
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 E.  GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION (GRE) 



 
Your verbal, quantitative, and analytical scores on the General Test of the GRE are an essential part of your 
application. 
 
Information on how to take the GRE may be obtained through your college or university testing center or by 
writing to the Educational Testing Service at either of two addresses: Princeton, NJ 08541-0001 or 1947 Center 
St., Berkeley, CA 94701.  Internet: http://www.gre.org. 
 
Please ask to have the report of scores sent directly to the Department of Political Science, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1032. Do not have this report sent to the Office of Graduate 
Admissions, since it may delay the processing of your application. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.  I have taken the GRE and have officially requested the Educational Testing Service to send the scores 
    directly to the Department of Political Science. 
 
     Test Date: ____________ 
 
     Verbal ___ Percent ___     Quantitative ___ Percent ___      Analytical ___ Percent ___ 
 
     Comment on the GRE Scores: __________________________________________________________ 
 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.   I have made definite arrangements to take the GRE the next time it is offered and will request the 
     Education Testing Service to send my scores to the Department of Political Science. 
 
     Date of Testing ___________________ 
 

 


