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MPP STUDENTS VOLUNTEER FOR SPRING RECYCLORAMA!

On a cold Saturday in April, five MPP students joined dozens of other volunteers in the Ingham County Health Center parking lot to help collect electronic waste as part of “Recycle-Rama.” The event provided Ingham County residents an opportunity to properly dispose of old computers, monitors, televisions and other electronic waste items that tend to gather dust in basements. At other stations of Recycle-Rama, additional volunteers gathered styrofoam, scrap metal, unused prescription medication, and many other items. 

The volunteers were Yudi Wicaksono, Joann Lamar, Chris Hatton, Dan O’Connor, and David Westlake. Once the volunteers unloaded the electronic waste from vehicles, they helped load it onto wooden pallets so a forklift could load the material onto a truck. The truck transported the material out to Grand Rapids to the facility of Valley City Environmental Services, which then processes the material to maximize productive reuse of the metal, plastic, glass, and circuit boards. 

All the volunteers were amazed at the incredible amount of electronic waste that could be aggregated, on just one Saturday, in just one county. And all the residents who dropped of materials were very grateful of the opportunity to rid themselves of the obsolete waste in a responsible way. Due to the success of the event, Recycle-Rama organizers anticipate planning another event for Fall 2011, so interested Ingham County residents should keep an eye on the county website in a few months for further information. 
