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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Michigan State University: 
Assistant Professor of Political Science, August 2006 – current  





On leave 2007-2009 as an Economist at the European Central Bank
Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Globalization and Governance: Pre / Post Doctoral Fellow, 2005-2006

EDUCATION

University of Rochester

Ph.D.  Political Science, 2006  

Dissertation: The Politics of Exchange Rates and Central Banks: Evidence from Transition Countries

Committee: Randall Stone (chair), Mark Fey, Kevin Clarke, Mark Bils, Charles Plosser


M.A.  Political Science, 2003 

Central European University, Budapest, Hungary


M.A.  Economics, 2000 


Thesis: Political Corruption: A Discussion
Bard College


Exchange Student Politics and Economics, 1996 - 1997      

Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania

B.A., Economics, 1998  


SPECIALIZATION AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

International and comparative political economy

Political conflict, democratisation, social fractionalisation 

Game theory, statistics and econometrics

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

British Academy Visiting Fellowship 2007 – 2008 at the University of Essex, with Thomas Pluemper
University Fellow, University of Rochester: 2000-2005

W. Allen Wallis Summer Research Fellowship, University of Rochester: 2003

Charles E. Lanni Summer Research Fellowship, University of Rochester: 2001, 2002, 2003

Open Society Institute and Central European University Scholarship: 1998-2000

Open Society Institute and Bard College Scholarship: 1996-1997

PUBLISHED AND FORTHCOMING WORK 

“Political Violence and Underdevelopment.” With Ibrahim Elbadawi.  Journal of African Economies 2008 17 (Supplement 2): 50-96.
“Exchange Rate Regimes and Independent Central Banks: A Correlated Choice of Imperfectly Credible Institution.” Forthcoming International Organization.    
MANUSCRIPSTS AND WORKING PAPERS

“Riots, Coups and Civil War: Revisiting the Greed and Grievance Debate.” Under Review.  With Ibrahim Elbadawi.  World Bank Working Paper 4397, November 2007
“Political Violence and Economic Growth.” With Ibrahim Elbadawi. World Bank Working Paper 4692, August 2008.

“The Political Economy of Fixed Exchange Rate Regimes: The Experience of Post-Communist Countries.”    Revise and Resubmit European Journal of Political Economy.    Presented at: Texas A&M University (2006), Michigan State University (2005), Florida State University (2005), University of Kentucky (2005), California Institute of Technology (2005), Princeton University (2005), Pennsylvania State University (2004), American Political Science Association (2004), International Studies Association (2004), Midwest Political Science Association (2003)
“Central Banks and Exchange Rates: Commitments and Inflationary Performance.” Under Review.  Presented at: Midwest Political Science Association (2004), Political Methodology Meeting (2004)

“The Political Economy of Fixed Exchange Rate Regimes: The Experience of Latin American Countries.” (2008)

“Central Banks, Democratic Politics and Budget Deficits in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.” Presented at: Midwest Political Science Association (2005), American Political Science Association (2006)

“Political Violence and Social Fractionalization.” With Ibrahim Elbadawi

“For the Better of the People?  Political Instability and Coup d’Etats.” With Thomas Pluemper 

WORK EXPERIENCE

Economist, The European Central Bank, Directorate General International and European Relations, Directorate General Communications, September 2007 – August 2009

Consultant, World Bank, Development Research Group, March - August 2006

Consultant for Ibrahim Elbadawi on a project investigating political violence (riots, coups and civil war) and social fractionalization (ethnicity, religion, language).  Assembled the data set, used discrete choice models for multiple choices (multinomial logit and probit, conditional logit, nested logit), and drafted the papers. 

Consultant for Philip Keefer: Assembled a data set on civil war, democracy (Polity 4), political institutions (Data base on Political Institutions) and economic indicators (IMF International Financial Statistics and Government Financial Statistics). 

Research Associate, Centre for Globalization and Governance, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs Princeton University, 2005-2006


Research Assistant, Political Science Department, University of Rochester, 2001-2003

Responsibilities: Data collection; Literature reviews, Statistical analysis; Used Excel, Power Point, Stata; Assembled a data set covering exchange rate regimes and events in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet

Union from 1990 to 2002; Other data used: IMF International Financial Statistics, World Bank Development Indicators

· Democratic Representation and Independent Central Banks (Jim Johnson), Summer 2003

· Exchange Rates in Transition Economies (Randall Stone), Summer 2003

· Semi-Parametric Estimation (Curt Signorino), Summer 2002

· Devolution in Western Europe (Bonnie Meguid), Summer 2002

· Power Point Notes for International Political Economy PSC 274 (Randall Stone), Summer 2002

· The Strategic Expansion of Voting Rights (Jim Johnson), Summer 2001

Administrative and Research Assistant, University of Rochester, Skalny Centre for Polish and Eastern European Studies, 2001-2002

· Organized the Polish Film Festival at the Little Theatre, Rochester, NY, November 2001

· Assisted developing the syllabus for a course on Political Films

Research Assistant, Central European University, Labour Project, 1999-2000.

OECD project on poverty and poverty related policies in Romania; Data work and literature review. 

Fund Raising Trainer, Open Society Institute Budapest Hungary, Roma Project, November 1998

· One week training for grass-roots Romani NGOs engaged in community-issues advocacy, as part of the Roma Participation Program
Interview Agent / Field Supervisor, Middle East Marketing Research Bureau Romania, Bucharest, Romania, 1997-1998

· Field work; Supervised and insured quality control for large surveys of household consumption in both rural and urban areas

Intern, Bard College, Public Relations Office, October 1996 – May 1997

· Alumni phone fund raising

· Assisted to the organization of fundraising events for the building of the Bertelsmann Campus Centre
WORKSHOPS

Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models (EITM) Summer Institute

University of California at Berkeley, 2005

Institute for Humane Studies Summer Seminar

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 2004
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Michigan State University, 2006-2007 

· International Relations Seminar (graduate), Fall 2006
· International Political Economy Seminar (graduate), Spring 2007
University of Rochester, Political Science Department, 2001-2003 

Teaching Assistant: Lead weekly discussion sections; Student counselling; Office hours, Assignment grading 

· Introduction to International Relations (undergraduate), Fall 2001
· Theories of International Relations (undergraduate), Spring 2002
· Introduction to Statistical Methods (graduate), Fall 2002

· Applied Data Analysis (undergraduate), Spring 2003

PROFESIONAL SERVICE

Referee - European Union Politics, American Journal of Political Science, International Organization
Discussant - Reputation Workshop, Princeton University 2006; Memos by Michael Tomz (Reputation in Debt Repayment) and Randall Stone (The Reputation of the International Monetary Fund in Enforcing Conditionality)

Discussant - Midwest Political Science Association 2006; Panel: “Back to Europe? The EU and Euro-scepticism in Post-Communist Countries”

Discussant - Midwest Political Science Association 2007; Panel: “Globalization and the State”; Panel “Property Rights”

GRANTS AND FUNDING

· China-Africa Development Fund 2008 ($3000); For: “Civil War and Underdevelopment in Africa”.
· Michigan State University, CASID/WID Curriculum Development Funds, Summer 2007 ($3000)

· Michigan State University, International Studies and Programs Dean’s Office, Special Foreign Travel Fund Award, Summer 2007 ($800)

· African Economic Research Consortium 2006 ($6000); For “Political Violence: Can It Explain Africa’s Development?” With Ibrahim Elbadawi

FIELD WORK

Romania - December 2006; Romania, Poland and Hungary – Summer 2007:  Interviews with politicians / ministry of finance personnel / central bank personnel. 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

American Political Science Association

International Studies Association

Midwest Political Science Association

Peter D. Watson Center for Conflict and Cooperation, University of Rochester – Organized the weekly seminar 2003-2004

AIESEC Cluj-Napoca, Romania (The International Association of Students in Economics and Management) – Member / Fund raising vice president: 1994-1998

Graduate Organizing Group, University of Rochester - Social Activities Chair: 2002-2004
ADDITIONAL SKILLS 

Languages: Native Romanian. German and Spanish: good reading, fair conversation

Computer Skills:  Statistical Applications (Stata, SAS, SPSS), Microsoft Office, Internet

i

